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Mission
The mission of AFDN is to assist African immigrant families with economic, affordable housing for all, social and cultural
development, education, health programs and services in order to ensure their self-sufficiency and overall well-being.

Geographic Area Served
Twin Cities metro area and parts of greater Minnesota. African Families Development Network’s target population is the
residents and/or potential residents of Hennepin County, Minnesota, with intentional emphasis on serving low and moderate income neighborhoods within the City of Minneapolis in the Cedar-Riverside neighborhood.

Housing Counseling Program
AFDN housing counseling program is designed to facilitate homeownership by helping clients meet income and credit
criteria needed to obtain a mortgage. As a HUD-certified housing counseling agency, AFDN administers services consistent with its Housing Counseling Work Plan, which has been submitted to and approved by HUD.

First Time Homebuyer Classes
AFDN currently holds monthly Home Stretch Workshop at Phillips Community Center on Saturdays from 9:00am-5:30pm.
Clients participate 8 hours needed to complete the course and earn a certificate for first time homebuyer’s assistance,
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provided sign in sheets and agenda. An 8-hour workshop given once a month in English and by appointment for all
other languages. These workshops are and have been held at African Families Development Network main oce, Phillips
Community Center and Community Centers. Participants register to attend the course through the African Families Development Network or Minnesota Homeownership website at www.afdnminnesota.org the registrants complete the
registration forms once they arrive for the course.
AFDN will assist clients with shopping for their mortgage once the client has achieved mortgage-ready status. AFDN has
established a working relationship with mortgage lenders that have working knowledge of the down payment and closing costs assistance programs in which our clientele may qualify. AFDN continues to counsel the client throughout the
pre-purchase process when a client has received an approval letter from the mortgage lender. After the client receives
the approval letter, he/she will transition from counseling to coaching. This process begins by establishing expectations
and explaining the overall process. The counselor will help establish a trusting relationship, but also make clear the
boundaries of his or her expertise. Routine follow-up appointments are scheduled to ensure that the client does not
make inappropriate consumer decisions that can jeopardize their approval status.

Arts and Culture
AFDN focuses on the following areas: • Lobbying and advocating for the rights of artists in Minnesota as well as defending their freedom of musical expression; • Empowering young artists through cultural exchange, and sharing of experiences with other regional and international artists; • Promoting arts programs, including youth empowerment and entertainment as well as ensuring continuing development of the arts, literature and intercultural projects.
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After-School Tutoring
AFDN offers after-school tutoring for local students Monday through Friday throughout the school year. AFDN provides
classes and group study sessions to advance the academic skills of these students.

Youth Leadership Program
Students will learn skills in Leadership, Community Service, Somali language and culture. AFDN partners with students,
families, and educators to offer after school arts, social, cultural, and academic activities that foster scholastic success.
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Annual Financial Report
Housing Counseling and Homebuyers Education Home ownership program this program provides targeted technical

assistance to enhance home ownership for low and moderate income African Americans, other minority immigrant and
residents in Minnesota, services include first time homebuyers education and housing counseling. Cost of programs
$81,968.
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